
Folk Group Meeting: March 13, 2012 7:30 pm.  House of Liz Winkelaar, Ottawa 
South.  
 
Folk present: Maura, Fran, Tim, Rodney, Ranald, and Liz.  
 
Each person introduced themselves and spoke of their background and interests. We 
reviewed the last meeting and what came out of that discussion.  There seems to be a 
need for a folk network in Ottawa that is beyond Song Circle, and distinguishes the folk 
tradition from the singer-songwriter tradition.  People want more opportunities for 
singing and playing.  
 
We shared our ideas and experiences and learned what is already going on in terms of 
song circles, the existing Folk Festival, Meet Up groups, organized gatherings based in 
pubs or coffeehouses, the ukulele initiative, and Hootenannies.  Do we want to organize 
an event? Do we want to establish an on line presence as a clearinghouse for people 
wanting to get together to sing and play?  
 
The organization Spirit of Rasputin is more singer-songwriter oriented but would be 
happy to have a more traditional wing.  Events could be organized using their network.  
We want to reach more people with folk music.  Many of us want more than a song 
circle; we want to work with songs.   
 
Possible locations were discussed for meet ups.  It is excellent to find free accessible 
spaces; L’Arche House was suggested as a possibility.  Other concerns were learning 
songs rather than just having song circle format; being open to people of all ages and 
abilities; being flexible and open to negotiation in all aspects.  
 
Maura offered to begin building a web-based presence.  For this, we need a name.  For 
the time being we have chosen Ottawa Folk Music Network: A hub for community, 
participatory & traditional singing & playing.   
 
We know there are people interested in this discussion, though they could not make it this 
evening.  Liz will type up some notes for circulation and Maura will start working on a 
web-site.   Meeting ended at 9:30 pm.  
 
 
  


